May 2011

In Mission for Christ

“Thanks, I needed that!” Our recent mission conference was a gold mine. I would
like to highlight three great applications from Dr. Medeiros’ teaching.

1. “Don’t waste your geography-Jesus didn’t waste His geography.” In other words,
look around the places where you live and move: your school, your workplace, your
shopping places, your YMCA, your golf course...all of these are your geography.
In your geography there are people who need Christ.

Dr. Medeiros told us he does not like the word ‘missions’ because we tend to think
missions are other places (not across the street)... No, don’t waste your geography!

2. “You throw the net....God will bring the fish.” (See John 21:4-6) Our job is to
throw the net, i.e. the going, the sending, the telling of the gospel of grace to all who
would hear. It falls to us to be Christians who understand the times in which we live
(1 Chronicles 12:32) and are wise in casting the ‘net’. For example, right after WW
Il came the Billy Graham crusades; “Peace with God”....In the 1960’s, Campus
Crusades’ four spiritual laws. (We used to believe in universal laws then). In the
1970’s came the advent of Evangelism Explosion: visiting in teams, learning a
detailed gospel presentation (15-20 minutes), on the job training (brilliant)....the
diagnostic questions (great!)...however, each of these methods grew “long in the
tooth”. The message of the gospel is eternal but the method changes. After a
decade of EE in my former church we concluded; although EE is an excellent tool,
we needed a ‘net’ (method) more suited to the community (I Chron.12:32). We
needed to be more relational....more thoughtful regarding children and youth
ministries (Truth Troop)...better at Mercy Ministries.

3. Mark 1:17. Reformed people need to emphasize the ‘sending’ -‘the going’ as
much as we do effectual calling. Being passive? No way!

I Corinthians 9:19, Paul speaks of winning people.
I Thess.2:2, Paul agonizes for the sake of the gospel.

Dr. Medeiros was effective in bringing this home to us, giving many examples from
his own life of not wasting his geography (initiating conversations in restaurants,
airplanes, shopping, and the Pittsburgh incline). He not only teaches about fishing
for men, but practices it. In my opinion this is rare in the theological world.

Conclusion:

How shall we not “waste” our Penn Hills geography?
Are we growing in becoming fishers of men?
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OUR TOKYO (CHIBA) TEAM AND THE JAPANESE DIASTER

The Chiba team began to prepare to help the victims within 2 %2 hours of the earthquake. Even though they are 200 miles
away they began praying for a place where they could connect with a pastor. People and vans were gathering ready to go
somewhere. They were able to reach a pastor they could help in the area of Miyagi, Fukushima (where the nuclear reac-
tors are) and Ibaraki. They desperately needed water and gasoline. The displaced people were stunned, cold, tired, but
most desperate for water. Many took less than a container full so more could be served. The missionaries saw almost no
official relief supplies coming in this early. The people back at the church, including non-Christian friends and neighbors
were working day and night filling trucks. They then began working with the CRASH emergency response team of the
Japan Evangelical Missionary Association to coordinate locations. The Chiba church plans to focus on this area long
term through the recovery and rebuilding efforts. In this area are some of the most spiritually needy places in Japan. The
pastor felt these proud people would not allow them to help. After they returned for the third day to a place a lady said
she had concluded that Christ had sent them in this difficult time. All the evangelical missionaries had been praying for
God to send whatever was needed to wake up Japan from their spiritual slumber. This has done that. The church-planting
timetable has advanced by several years already. May this disaster be used for his glory!

Linda Karner is a member of this team but currently on HMA in the US.

May the Japanese people come to thirst like this spiritually,
and be this desperate seeking Living Water (Isa. 55:1-2; John 4).
- May they flee to higher ground... to The High Rock (Ps. 61:2).
- May a tsunami of grace, wave after wave, flood Japan (Ezek. 47; John 1:16)

Baptisms
Noah Anderson, son of JJ and Katie
Anderson, and Tyler Douglas, son of
Eric and Julie Douglas, were baptized
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Baby Showers Coming Up!

7 p.m. Monday, May 2 for Liz Shepler
7 p.m. Thursday , June 2, Melissa George
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C? Lunch Bunch in May
R ' Hoss"s Steak & Sea House
4813 William Penn Hwy, Murrys-
L@.E.ﬂ ville, PA 15668
DUNCH

(724) 733-2090

Please sign up at Welcome Center soon!

MOPS Spring Brunch

Thursday, May 12
9:30-11:30 am

Come for a time of food and fel-
lowship and to hear our speaker
Amy Sabella, who _
will share with us
about God's grace
to her and to her
family as Amy dealt
with health problems
over the past few years.
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